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Abstract 
 
Dugderan is a festival for marking the beginning of Ramadan in Semarang. This festival is 
centered in Pemuda Street. The celebration is opened by the city major and enlivened by 
firecrackers and fireworks. The name ‘dugderan’ is onomatopoeia from the sound of 
firecrackers’ explosion. There are many kinds of thing being sold in this fair. In recent years 
there are many sponsors from big industries, which display their products in the fair. But there is 
one toy which is commonly associated with this fair, ‘warak ngendok’. Besides for 
entertainment, dugderan is also used as a mean to spread Islam’s doctrine. This fair becomes 
tradition in semarang since a long time ago. As a tradition, it attracts many tourists to come to 
see it. That is why the government should preserve this tradition and categorize it as a unique 
culture of Semarang city. 
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A.  Introduction 

Tradition or habitual is something done in a long time and become a part of 
social live in certain society (usually in the same country, culture, time, or religion). The 
most basic thing in tradition is continuation of information from one generation to the 
next through written or oral means. Without this, tradition can be extinct. As a city, 
Semarang has its own tradition.  

Semarang is a city on the north coast of the island of Java, Indonesia. It is the 
capital and largest city of the province of Central Java. It has an area of 305.17 km² and 
a population of approximately 1.5 million people, making it Indonesia's 9th most 
populous city. However, disregarding Greater Jakarta, only Surabaya, Bandung, and 
Medan are larger. Greater Semarang (aka Kedungsapur) has a population of close to 5 
million (see Greater Semarang section), and is located at 6°58′S 110°25′E. A major port 
during the Dutch colonial era, and still an important regional center and port today, the 
city has a dominant Javanese population. 

Every region has its own culture, as Semarang does. Culture is a way f life 
which flourishes and belongs to a group of people and inherited from one generation to 
the next. Culture is designed from many complicated elements, namely system of 
religion, politics, customs, language, tools, clothes, buildings, and arts. Language, the 
same as culture, is a part that cannot be separated from people. Thus people consider it 
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is being transferred genetically. When people try to communicate with others from 
different culture and adapt their differences, it proves that culture is learned.  

Culture is a pattern of a whole life. Culture is complex, abstract, and vast. A lot 
of culture’ aspects determine how to communicate. This socio-culture is spread and 
consists of many kinds of people’s activities. The reason why people have difficulty to 
communicate with others from different culture is because of stereotype. Culture is a 
series of complicated norms which is polarized by an image for its specialty. This image 
insists to take special form in many cultures, such as: American’ individualism, 
Japanese’ harmonious with nature, and Chinese’ collective obedience. The image can 
supply its members with norms about appropriate behavior. It also determines the 
meaning world and logical value for its members to be wise in obtaining dignified life. 

Thus culture provides a coherent frame to organize people’s activities and 
enable them to predict others’ behaviors. The same also for Semarang, the culture 
brings people together for their sameness. As for dugderan, people feel that they are in 
the same atmosphere to welcome Ramadan month. 

B.  Phenomenological Research 

The life-world is a key concept and focus of investigation for phenomenology. 
The life-world comprises the world of objects around us as we perceive them and our 
experience of our self, body and relationships. It is the “locus of interaction between 
ourselves and our perceptual environments and the world of experienced horizons 
within which we meaningfully dwell together”  It can be defined as the world that is 
lived and experienced - a world “that appears meaningfully to consciousness in its 
qualitative, flowing given-ness; not an objective world ‘out there’, but a humanly 
relational world”. 

C.  Reading Ethnicity 

Ethnicity is more subjectively defined. Most sociologists are more comfortable 
in engaging in scientific discourses that refers to ethnicity. Also, although sometimes 
defined by geographical locations in areas with minimal physical mobility, ethnicity is 
largely a matter of personal preference. Although similar to the construction of race, 
social stratification theory shows that an ethnic group refers to discernable differences 
in cultural mores, such as dialect, religion, and traditions, and sometimes physical 
characteristics such as skin color and body shape. 

D.  Dugderan 

People around Johar market has been used to the tradition of dugderan which is 
held every year for welcoming Ramadan. This activity, which is held for a week before 
Ramadan, gives different atmosphere, especially for employees coming from outside the 
city of Semarang.  

Dugderan is also an alternative for entertainment in the break. It is funny to see 
an adult trying a toy for kids such as bombomcar. There are also many kinds of pottery 
for moms who want to beautify their homes. For kids, there are toys which only exist in 
dugderan fair, such as: othok-othok ship, gasing, cichken utensils, and savings in animal 
shapes made of clay. One distinct toy is warak ngendok. The sellers of warak ngendok 
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are creative. They do not only sell fake eggs but also real eggs as variation to attract 
more buyers.  

Many sellers come from outside Semarang, such as: Demak, Kendal, Kudus, 
Pekalongan, Jepara. Some of them come from outside of central java, such as 
Jogjakarta. They say that they had participated in dugderan fair many times before.  

The name of dugderan comes from ‘dug’ (the sound of bedug) and ‘der’ (the 
sound of firecrackers). It marks the Ramadan month, begins with bedug and ends with 
firecrackers. Tradition of dugderan (as welcoming the month of fasting) has been held 
since 1881 in the time of Bupati Purbaningrat, the major city of Semarang at that time. 

This tradition is hundreds years old and it is still preserved until today. The 
celebration is for announcing to the citizens that Ramadan is coming. Dugderan will end 
one day before Ramadan, and the peak ceremony is parade of culture. In this parade, 
there is a mascot which is called warak ngendok. In the parade, the soldiers guard the 
running major who portrays the ancient major.  

The parade starts (usually in the noon) in city hall and ends in Kauman mosque. 
Arriving in Kauman mosque, there will be procession of shukuf halaqah reading, bedug 
hitting, and air bomb, also distribution of ganjel rel (semarang traditional food) and 
water of Quran’s completion. After procession in Kauman mosque, the parade will 
continue to Central Java Grand Mosque where there will be bedug hitting and cannon 
for welcoming Ramadan. In the morning there will be a carnival and culture attraction 
of students of kindergarten, elementary schools, and junior high schools in Pancasila 
field of Simpang Lima.  

The negative sides of this fair is that the customers of offices in Johar area 
cannot conduct their business as the kiosks using the parking lot, and it also cause traffic 
jam as the fair held in the street. But mostly people understand as this is a citizen party 
and only held once a year. 

E.  Warak Ngendok 

Besides it is Tugu Muda as historical icon of Semarang, there is also warak 
ngendok as cultural icon of Semarang. For Semarang city, warak ngendok is identity 
icon of the city and it is famous not only in Semarang area but also outside Semarang 
area, even abroad.  

Warak is an imaginary animal which is immortalized by Semarang citizens as 
mascot of dugderan. The word warak comes from Arabic wara’I which means holy. The 
word ngendok is javanese which means laying egg. Egg is symbol of reward from the 
Lord for his people after purifying himself. In other words warak ngendok means a 
symbol of people who purifies himself in Ramadan will get reward in Idul Fitri or 
lebaran. 

Warak ngendok can be easily found in dugderan fair, a week before Ramadan in 
Semarang. Warak ngendok is not only in the form of savings or statue made of clay, but 
also in big figure for being paraded in the peak ceremony of dugderan.  

The appearance of warak ngendok is strange because there is no real animal 
which represents it. Warak ngendok is combination of three animals which is symbol of 
unification of three ethnicities (Arabic, Chinese, and Javanese). The head is a dragon 
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(represent Chinese), the body is buraq (represent Arabic), and the four legs is goat 
(represent Javanese).  

People assume that warak ngendok is made by waliyullah (Muslim scholars). 
But in reality, there is no one who say precisely who created it. It still becomes mystery 
up to now. Historian Nio Joe Lan and Amen Budiman do not mention the creator of 
warak ngendok in their books. 

Based on the research done by Amen Budiman, it is predicted that this 
imaginary animal is known by the society in the late nineteen century. This assumption 
comes from the emergence of warak ngendok in the dugderan fair in the time of Ario 
Purboningrat (city major of Semarang 1881-1897). In his essay, Djawahir Muhammad 
agrees with Budiman. He says that the emergence of warak ngendok can be analyzed 
scientifically by referring to its first emergence in Sentiling fair in Mugas 1936 for 
celebrating Queen Wilhelmina’s 100th birthday.  

There is also folklore in the society about warak ngendok which looks like 
rhinoceros which is found by some people. At that time some people cut the wood in the 
forest which is now Kampung Purwodinatan. From that story, the people in the village 
make toy of warak ngendok and sell it in the dugderan. 

Warak ngendok is also a mirror of acculturation. Apart from who made it, warak 
ngendok has philosophical meaning which always relevant in all time for guidance in 
people life. The entity of imaginary creature which is the combination of the symbol of 
three ethnicities mirrors the unity or acculturation of culture in Semarang. The salience 
of warak ngendok is lank which describes the image of Semarang people who is open, 
straight, and honest. Thus there is no difference between what the heart says and what 
the mouth says. 

The word warak comes from Arabic word which means holy, while the word 
ngendok comes from Javanese which means lay egg. The egg symbolizes the reward 
which people get after purifying themselves by fasting. Essentially, the creature 
symbolizes human’s lust. Its scaly body, its wide-open mouth, its horn, and its scary-
face symbolize lust which has to be conquered in the fasting month.  

Unfortunately, over the times people make warak ngendok recklessly without 
referring to its philosophical grip. The creators want to vary it to have different 
impression. But this erases the beautiful meaning of the symbols in the body of warak 
ngendok.  

Another source claims to know the origin of warak ngendok, H Kholid of 
Trimulyo Genuk. He got the information from the late KH Masrur (Islamid guide of 
Demak) – who is the student of Kiai Zaid Girikusumo (Demak) – who is the father of 
Kiai Zuhri – who is the father of KH Munif Muhammad Zuhri (famous Islamic Scholar 
in central java). 

Kholid got the information from Kiai Masrur – who got the information from 
Kiai Zaid – who got the information from Kiai Abdul Hadi – who is the teacher of 
Adipati Surohadimenggolo aka Simbah Terboyo.  

The point of the story is that Adipati Surohadimenggolo who is the leader in 
VOC time complains to his teacher (Mbah Hadi). He wants to guide his people in doing 
fasting in Ramadan month. Mbah Hadi suggests him to meet the people and create 
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marker of the beginning of Ramadan. The suggestion is accepted. He asks his teacher to 
create a mascot for the big meeting. The teacher creates what is now known as warak 
ngendok. The creature is the symbol of human lust, which is scaly, wide-open mouth 
with fangs, scary face, and goat-like body. That is the symbol of human lust which has 
to be conquered. This mascot is equipped with egg. The teacher explains that if people 
can behave and control their lust, they will get reward which is symbolized with egg.  

Satisfied with the mascot, Adipati Hadimenggolo announces to Semarang 
citizens to gather in city square (now in front of Kauman Mosque). Then he asks the 
mosque caretaker to sound the cannon marking the beginning of Ramadan. Since then 
people create warak ngendok for welcoming Ramadan.  

The sound of cannon ‘dug’ and ‘der’ creates the term ‘dugderan’ that is 
celebration for welcoming Ramadan. While villagers such as Demak people know the 
term ‘megengan’ to call the celebration. Megengan in Javanese means to curb or to 
control. it means that people should control their lust.  

The question arises why the Semarang government mentions that dugderan is 
created by Adipati Aria Purbaningrat in 1881. As historian, Kholid cannot answer this 
question. He claims that his story comes from scientific line. He thinks that the history 
of Semarang needs to be clarified. The chief of Islamic Youth Organization of Genuk 
sub-district (M Shodri) states his group will ask NU caretaker btanch Semarang and 
other elements to hold seminar about history of warak ngendok and dugderan. Historian 
Djawahir Muhammad also agrees that it needs clarification to explain Semarang history 
which is incomplete and inaccurate.  

F.  Tourism 

In dugderan of 2012, the committee presents sixteen sub-districts which will 
display local art performance and tourist destinations. Yearly tradition of dugderan of 
Semarang for welcoming Ramadan will show the potencies of tourism from all sub-
districts of Lumpia city. There will be three values for the theme: religiosity, Javanese, 
and egalitarianism. Those three specifications will be summed up in the exploration of 
local wisdom.  

The other difference of dugderan 2012 with the previous ones is the use of 
Javanese language in the whole procession cultural parade (Kirab Budaya Dugderan 
2012). During the procession, all participants (protocol, commandant, and city major) 
will use Javanese language.  

The celebration will be enlivened by carriages, hansoms, and cars (which will be 
ornamented with the theme of warak ngendok and tourirt destination). The troops are 
coming from each sub-district, youth organizations, religious organizations, and 
community organizations of Semarang city.  

This is a change for Semarang to promote its tourist destinations. There are 
many kinds of tourist destinations in Semarang. For natural tourism there are 
Tirangcawang island in Tugu, Tirang beach in Tambakharjo, Marina beach in 
Tawangsari, Maron beach in Tambakharjo, Kreo cave in Kandri, Waduk Taman Lele in 
Tambakaji, etc. For historical tourism there are MURI museum in Tegalsari, Jamu 
Nyonya Meneer museum in Muktiharjo, Central Java Museum in Gisikdrono, Lawang 
Sewu in Pindrikan Kidul, Tugu Muda in Pindrikan Kidul, etc. For religious tourism 
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there are Central Java Grand Mosque in Sambirejo, Belnduk Church in North 
Semarang, Candi Tugu in Tugurejo, Pagoda Buddhagaya in Banyumanik, Klenteng 
Sampoo Kong in Simongan, etc. For family tourism there are wonderia in Tegalsari, 
Zoo in Mangkang, Mariokoco in Tawangsari, etc. For shopping tourism there are Johar 
in Kauman, Citraland Mall in Karang Kidul, Java Mall in Karang Kidul, Paragon Mall 
in Karang Kidul, etc.  

For having many tourism destinations mentioned above, dugderan can be used 
as a mean for promotion as there are many people are interested to watch the parade and 
attend the fair. By promoting in this event, the city will have a change to spread the 
information about the beauty of Semarang city with all its potential in entertaining 
tourists who will visit Semarang.  

G.  Religion 

The other aspect that has correlation is religion, especially Islam. Dugderan 
mainly is celebration for welcoming Ramadan, fasting month for Muslims. Thus it is 
appropriate if in this celebration it highlights many Islamic elements.  

As mentioned above, there are many Islamic elements in this celebration. The 
first is the parade of city major towards Kauman Mosque. When it arrives in Kauman 
Mosque, the city major faces the Kyais and asks for Ramadan schedule. After receiving 
the schedule, the city major announces it to the public. The second is continuation of the 
parade towards Central Java Grand Mosque. The committee will hit bedug to mark the 
beginning of Ramadan. The third is the mascot of warak ngendok which is the mascot 
of Semarang city and always emerges in Dugderan. This mascot is combination of three 
elements (dragon/chinese, goat/javanese, buraq/arabic). This macot has the ability to lay 
egg. It symbolizes that people should be able to control their lust (symbolizes by 
warak). If they can control their lust, the Lord will give them reward (symbolizes by 
egg). 

Ramadan is very important month for Muslims. It is mentioned that in this 
month the Lord curbs all kinds of evil. Without the present of the evils which seduce 
human, it is hoped everybody can conduct their pray devoutly. The Lord also promises 
that the reward in Ramadan will be multiplied unlimitedly. Thus a lot of Muslims use 
this month to maximize their worshipping in order to get the blessing from the Lord. 

Regarding the importance of Ramadan as mentioned above, thus it is not 
surprising that many Muslims expect the coming of Ramadan. Thus when Ramadan 
comes, it is also not surprising that they are really happy. They are happy because they 
meet what they are expecting. Their happiness is embodied in the form of Dugderan. In 
other words dugderan is expression of people happiness because of meeting Ramadan.  

H.  Conclusion 

Culture is created by people who have the sameness in some aspects. Culture is 
built from all the elements of life, one of them is tradition. Tradition is activity which is 
passed from generation to the next. Usually this tradition has moral message or 
philosophical value which the older generation wants to teach to the younger one.  

Semarang as community also has many traditions which is different from other 
communities, one of them is dugderan. Dugderan is fair for welcoming Ramadan. In 
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Dugderan there is a mascot called warak ngendok. This macot is combination of three 
ethnicities (dragon/chinese, goat/javanese, buraq/arabic). This warak can lay egg. This 
mascot symbolizes that human have to control their lust which is symbolized by scary 
creature (combination of goat, dragon, and buraq). When people can handle their lust, 
the Lord will give them reward which is symbolized by egg. 

Dugderan is also giving a chance for the government for promotion. The 
government can promote Semarang tourism as many visitors of dugderan come from 
outside of Semarang. Besides dugderan also help the people’s economy life. The 
merchants who participate in dugderan not only come from Seamarang but also from 
outside of Semarang, event outside of central Java. They said their buyers increase 
compare to their daily selling.  

While in the religion sense, dugderan is the expression of Muslims happiness in 
meeting Ramadan. Ramadan is the same as one thousand month. It means that the Lord 
will curb all evils during Ramadan thus Muslims can pray devoutly. The Lord also 
promises to multiply the reward limitlessly for those who can conquer their lust during 
Ramadan.  
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